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August, 2021

Hello Kildare Families!  

The Provincial Government announced updated plans for schools on Friday, August 13th, 2021. The Edmonton Public School Division has now posted our Division’s 2021–22 Back to School Plan. I encourage you to review this information as our Kildare plans are aligned with our Division’s plan.

Kildare Re-entry Plan
The following information will help inform our families and students about the protocols in place to continue to keep our community safe while delivering high quality instruction to our students. For our returning students, many of the same protocols that were in place last year will continue to be used to ensure the safety of our students and staff.  

School Operational Hours
Our Bell Schedule will help with planning your drop off and pick up times for your child.  Please remember that Thursdays are early dismissal and ALL students are dismissed at 2:12 pm. 

Staggered Entry - Kindergarten (Mandarin program ONLY)
To ease the transition into school for our youngest learners, parents of kindergarten students would have already received a letter stating what day to bring your child to school.  Some of the students will come on September 2, the remainder will come on September 3.

School Supplies
You may send school supplies with your child.  However, there is limited storage at school. Please ONLY send what your child is able to carry on their own.  If you need to send additional items over the first few days of school, we completely understand.  Keep most of the supplies at home until your child needs more at school.

Arriving at School
Students will enter & exit the building at assigned doors.  Homeroom classes will enter the school one at a time to ensure we maximize physical distancing and minimize congestion in the hallways.  Once we have finalized class lists, we will update SchoolZone with a map of doors for each classroom.

Exiting the School at the End of the Day
Students will exit the building by their assigned doors.  If you have an older student who picks up a younger sibling, they must exit the building from their assigned doors and walk outside to the exit doors of the younger sibling.  We encourage all families to establish a meeting area away from the school to pick up their children.

Drop Off/Pick up and the Parking Lot
You can drop off your children in front of the school on 144 Avenue.  This is for “drop and go” only; drivers do not need to exit the vehicle.  There is a driving loop west of the school on 76 Street that is not supervised.  To minimize congestion, please consider parking farther away from the school (such as the Londonderry Community League parking lot) and encourage your children to walk the short distance through the school field.

The parking lot west of the school is for EPSB staff only.  It is a high traffic area with many vehicles moving in and out throughout the day.  This is NOT a safe area for kids to walk through.

Masks
To begin this school year, ALL students and staff will be required to wear a mask while in Kildare School.  Students may remove their mask when eating, during strenuous physical education activities, and outside during recess. 

Cohorts
Each classroom will be considered a cohort.  We will minimize the number of contacts within each cohort in the interests of student and staff safety.  Some students may be added to smaller cohorts to support teaching and learning, but physical distancing will always be in place for safety.

Hand Washing and Sanitizing
Hand sanitizer will be available at each entrance to the school and students will be required to use sanitizer on their way into the building.  Sanitizer will also be available outside each classroom and students and staff will sanitize their hands each time they enter the classroom.

Hand washing with soap and water is an alternative for hand sanitizer.  A challenge we face is that not every student can line up to wash their hands for the length of time recommended by Alberta Health Services and the public health nurse. For those students who can not use hand sanitizer, they will be expected to wash their hands with soap and water as soon as they enter the classroom according to AHS expectations.

Recess for Elementary students
Each classroom will be assigned a specific area of the school grounds for recess.  We have again implemented 2 different recess times this year to minimize the number of classes outside during each recess period. 

Lunch
All students will eat their lunch in their assigned classroom.  Each class will have a Lunch Supervisor.  Half of our classes will go outside first, then eat in their classrooms.  The other half will eat first, then go outside.  Each class will have an assigned area of the school yard.

To be in compliance with Alberta Education and Alberta Health Services, microwave ovens can not be used to heat up lunches.  Just like last year, students will NOT have access to microwave ovens.

Parent, Guardians, & Volunteers
Appointments must be made for all visitors to the school. Contact our school office if you need to make an appointment to see any staff member.

At this time, volunteers will not be permitted in the school. We will continue to monitor the situation and we will be sure to notify our community when we are able to have volunteers come in the building and work with our students.

Online Students
Students who have selected Online Learning for the first semester will be contacted by their teacher on either Wednesday, September 1 or Thursday, September 2.  For many of our students who have selected online learning, it is very likely you will be assigned a teacher that is not from Kildare School.  Staff from our central office are responsible for creating class lists for students who selected online learning.  Your student remains connected to Kildare School, but we do not have access to scheduling them into classes.

We thank you for your patience and understanding.

We hope everyone has had a restful and enjoyable summer! We look forward to welcoming our students back for the 2021-2022 school year. Our plan is solid, and we will continue to keep the safety of our students and staff as our top priority.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact our school office at 780-476-5675.

Sincerely,

Greg Zukiwsky

Principal

